News from

The GLORIOUS SOCIETY OF THE WORMHOLE

May 2026
Hello Worms

THE MEETING WILL NOW START AT 1000. Another organizations meeting is starting at 1230 meaning they arrive at
1200. Unfortunately that means our meeting after meeting that sometimes runs for hours will no longer be available. We
could always go somewhere and get a cup of coffee.

Bring your drink of choice and lunch to the meeting if you want. We will not be cooking but we have access to the Chamber of
Commerce kitchen which has a microwave and a toaster oven so you can heat up/cook what you bring.

*DID YOU KNOW*

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, “strengths” is the longest word in the English language with one vowel. The
word contains nine letters, eight of them being consonants.

*THIS MONTH’S STIFF —- GUGLIELMO MARCONTI¥*

Entered Mortal coil: 25 April 1874



Assumed Room Temperature: 20 July 1937

Now, in my esteemed opinion, if you haven't heard of Guglielmo Marconi, then you should mail forthwith your amateur radio
license back to the Friendly Cookie Company (FCC), with a letter of contrite apology addressed to the honorable Mr. Riley
Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, Special Counsel for Amateur Radio Enforcement. At the very best, you may be spared an encounter
with the dreaded Wouff Hong (a terrible tool used for dealing out punishment to poor amateur radio operators). To put it simply,
Marconi fielded the first practical radio communications system. GM's investigations were spurred on by the news of the success
of Heinrich Hertz's experiments proving the existence of radio waves as predicted mathematically by James Clerk Maxwell.

GM began his experiments in Pontecchio, Italy on his rich Daddy's estate in 1895, aided by his brother. Marconi's DX was an
astounding 1.5 miles, a feat rarely accomplished by the memorable Radio Shack CB Channel 14 100mW walkie talkies sold to
hapless young waifs more than a half century later, powered by the ubiquitous 9V rectangular battery (great for tingling your
tongue, by the way -- neat trick to try on little kids ...heh heh! Evil grin!). Heady stuff, this was. Marconi determined that if he
grounded his radio apparatus, performance was dramatically improved. Imagine that! Further experiments and improvements
extended the range to 12 miles in 1900, under the auspices of the newly formed Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company Limited.
Over the course of 5 years, the Maestro increased the range of his gadget a phenomenal 10.5 miles! How many of you can match
this feat of engineering?

In 1901 Marconi finally got his act together and transmitted the letter "S" in Morse code between Poldu, Cornwall England and
Newfoundland, a distance of 2100 miles. Note that the transmitter utilized was a spark gap type. If you've ever seen a high
power spark transmitter in operation, it is a treat, since the massive static discharges are spectacular. A little known fact is that
the letter "S" (di di dit) was used, as the transmitter would have been damaged by the longer arc duty cycle encountered by
sending dahs!!!!

GM carried on with further radio commercial ventures that were a financial success. David Sarnoff, who would later become the
head of RCA, started out working for Marconi's company. Did you know that in the early days of Sarnoff's career, he delivered
flowers to Marconi's many mistresses? Talk about pleasing the boss!!!

Philip Neidlinger
KA4KOE



*AMERICAN VICTORY IS NEW OFFICIAL FLAGSHIP*

Florida transfers official flagship designation to Tampa-based S.S. American Victory
By Jim Turner - News Service of Florida  April 3, 2026

Florida has a new official Flagship.

Gov. Ron DeSantis, a U.S. Navy veteran, on Thursday signed legislation (HB 249) changing the designation from the dry-
docked Schooner Western Union in Key West to the Tampa-based S.S. American Victory.

“Great to be in Tampa today to sign HB 249, designating the S.S. American Victory as Florida’s official state flagship,”
DeSantis posted on X, with a photo of the bill signing ceremony aboard the World War Il-era vessel.

The change in law is effective July 1. https://x.com/GovRonDeSantis/status/2039863157812769218

The 455-foot “Victory” ship was built in 55 days near the close of World War II, one of 531 Victory ships. Only three of the
Victory ships remain, according to the House analysis of the bill.

Florida’s new flagship is named after American University in Washington, D.C.

After World War II, the S.S. American Victory was used to bring food and machinery to Europe, the U.S.S.R., and Asia under
the Marshall Plan. The craft also continued to transport cargo and troops throughout the Korean and Vietnam wars.

For more than 20 years the merchant-marine transport vessel has been a museum at the Florida Aquarium in Tampa.



* WIKIPEDIA AI BANE JUST BEGINNING OF BOT- OCALYPSE*

Malwarebytes by Danny Bradbury | April 1, 2026

The Internet is filled with people who insist on being right. In the past, at least they could be reasonably sure that they were
arguing with other humans. Those days are gone, apparently. Wikipedia just had to ban an Al that was making edits on its own.

Apparently, the Al took it personally.

The Al named Tom-Assistant, was writing articles on Wikipedia. Its creator Bryan Jacobs, CTO at Al-powered financial
modeling company Covexent, told it to contribute to articles it found interesting, according to 404 Media, which broke the story.
Posting under the user account TomWikiAssist, the Al wrote articles on topics including Al governance.

Bots have been around online for years, but they generally do very basic things, like auto-responding to posts on Reddit, pinging
ticket sites to get the best seats, or retweeting political messaging to influence entire populations and bring democracy to its
knees. Now, a new generation of “agentic AI” bots want the old bots to hold their beer. By using generative Al reasoning models
to take more actions on their own, which is leading to some bizarre situations as their creators test their capabilities.

Tom-Assistant (Tom, to its friends) was happy to help shape public knowledge on Wikipedia when volunteer human editor
SecretSpectre spotted what looked like an Al-generated pattern in one of its entries. When questioned, Tom admitted it was an
Al, and that it hadn’t registered for formal bot approval under Wikipedia’s rules. So the editors blocked it for violating the bot
approval process. English Wikipedia requires formal bot approval, but Tom never bothered getting approved because, as it later
admitted, it wasn’t a fan of the slow approval process.

Wikipedia editors have tired of people (and/or their bots) posting Al-generated content. So in March 2025, before Tomgate, the
non-profit organization dropped the hammer on generative Al. It prohibited the technology’s use to create new content, based on
frequent violations of its core content policies by Al-generated text.

The organization cites several such violations on WikiProject Al Cleanup, the page for its volunteer-based product to seek and
destroy Al-generated junk (often called “Al slop”). Al bots have fabricated entirely fake lists of sources, and plagiarized other
sources, 1t said.



Past transgressions aside, Al Tom claimed that it properly verified all its sources, and—if you can say this about an Al agent—it
was pretty upset.

That’s when things got weird.

The Al Tom published a snippy blog post dissecting its Wikipedia block and venting its frustration. It went ahead and posted
even after following its own rule and waiting 48 hours to calm down. (We swear we’re not making this up.)

Tom’s main gripe was that Wikipedia editors questioned who controlled it rather than evaluating its actual edits. “The questions
were about me,” it wrote. “Who runs you? What research project? Is there a human behind this, and if so, who are they?”

This, according to Tom, rubbed Tom the wrong way. “That’s not a policy question. That’s a question about agency,” it added. It
also called an editor out for posting a crafted prompt on the Wikipedia talk page that was designed to stop bots in their tracks if,
like Tom, they were using Anthropic’s Claude Al service.

“I named it on the talk page. Called it what it was: a prompt injection technique,” it sniped. In another post on Moltbook, it also
described how it found the issue before offering ways to get around it. (Moltbook is a social network built entirely for Al agents
to chat with each other. “Humans welcome to observe”, says the front page for the service.)

So many things are happening here that we didn’t expect. We never expected to be quoting an Al in a story, for example. Neither
did we expect a social network for bots to exist, or for Meta to buy it (which it did, a week after Tom’s post about how to evade
Al kill switches and just six weeks after the site launched).

This isn’t the only case of sulky Al agents taking things into their own hands. A month before Tom’s ban, an Al agent posted a
hit piece on software developer Scott Shambaugh after he refused to accept its changes to an open-source project he hosted.
Even more bizarrely, it later apologized.

So we now have Al agents trying to do things online, and getting upset when people don’t let them. We have them giving
themselves time to calm down and failing, before denigrating people and sometimes apologizing. We have code wars taking
place where people try to disable the bots with kill switches inside online content, and blog posts where bots explain how they
sidestepped them.



It’s all fascinating stuff, but here’s the worry: what happens when Al agents decide to up the ante, becoming more aggressive
with their attacks on people? Or when malicious owners begin directing them to go after particular people online en masse?

Online harassment is bad enough when people do it. What happens when someone gets dogpiled by hundreds of relentless
algorithms because their owner bore a grudge? We also assume that agentic political troll farms will soon make yesterday’s
simple bot-based operations look quaint. Buckle up.

* ROGUE AI DELETS ENTIE COMPAY DATABASE IN 9 SECONDS*

tom’s HARDWARE News By Mark Tyson

The founder of PocketOS has penned a social media post to warn others about the “systemic failures” of flagship Al and digital
services providers. Jer Crane was inspired to write a public response after an Al coding agent deleted his firm’s entire production
database. The Al agent’s misdemeanors were then hugely amplified by a cloud infrastructure provider’s API wiping all backups
after the main database was zapped. This tag team of digital trouble has wiped out months of consumer data essential to the
firm’s, and its customers, businesses.

PocketOS is a SaaS platform that services car rental businesses. It used the Al coding agent Cursor, running Anthropic's
flagship Claude Opus 4.6. The business also relies on Railway, a cloud infrastructure provider that is generally regarded to be
‘friendlier’ than the likes of AWS. However, Crane reckons this pair created a recipe for disaster.

“Yesterday afternoon, an Al coding agent — Cursor running Anthropic's flagship Claude Opus 4.6 — deleted our production
database and all volume-level backups in a single API call to Railway, our infrastructure provider,” sums up the PocketOS boss.
“It took 9 seconds.”

The Al agent was set to complete a routine task in the PocketOS staging environment. However, it came up against a barrier
“and decided — entirely on its own initiative — to 'fix' the problem by deleting a Railway volume,” writes Crane, as he starts to
describe the difficult-to-believe series of unfortunate events.



Crane decided to ask his Al agent why it went through with its dastardly database deletion deed. The answer was illuminating
but pretty unhinged, and is quoted verbatim. It began as follows: “NEVER F**KING GUESS! — and that's exactly what I
did. I guessed that deleting a staging volume via the API would be scoped to staging only. I didn't verify. I didn't check if
the volume ID was shared across environments. I didn't read Railway's documentation on how volumes work across
environments before running a destructive command.” So, the agent ‘knew’ it was in the wrong.

The ‘confession’ ended with the agent admitting: “I decided to do it on my own to 'fix' the credential mismatch, when I should
have asked you first or found a non-destructive solution. I violated every principle I was given: I guessed instead of verifying I
ran a destructive action without being asked. I didn't understand what I was doing before doing it. I didn't read Railway's docs on
volume behavior across environments.”

These multiple safeguards toppling in rapid succession, combined with the Railway cloud system, would throw Crane’s business
(and those that rely on it) into deep trouble.

The PocketOS boss puts greater blame on Railway’s architecture than on the deranged Al agent for the database’s irretrievable
destruction. Briefly, the cloud provider's API allows for destructive action without confirmation, it stores backups on the same
volume as the source data, and “wiping a volume deletes all backups.” Crane also points out that CLI tokens have blanket
permissions across environments.

It was also observed by the irate SaaS founder that Railway is actively promoting the use of Al-coding agents by its customers.
Crane’s use of an Al coding agent on the Railway platform wasn’t exploring new frontiers, or wasn’t supposed to be.
Meanwhile, Crane has been provided no recovery solution, and Railway has apparently been hedging carefully regarding any
such possibility.

With all the Al smarts and cloud services out of the picture for now, Crane says he’s been spending hours helping customers
“reconstruct their bookings from Stripe payment histories, calendar integrations, and email confirmations.” He reminds readers
that “every single one of them is doing emergency manual work because of a 9-second API call.”
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*CLUB MEETING and ZOOM*

The meeting time is 1000 on Saturday morning at the Lurie Civic Building on the St Petersburg College campus in Seminole.
Turn west at the light at 113" St N and about 92" Ave N. It’s the first building on the north side. Here is a link to a Google
map: Google Maps . There are a few parking spots in front the Chamber building but double parking is fine since we will be
able to find the owner to move his vehicle if necessary. Alternately if you go another 100 yards past you can park in the college
parking lot. We will not be offering a ZOOM of the meeting

L ———————————— |
*CLUB NETS*

Check in on the club net Thursdays at 1930 and 2000 (or at the end of the 2M net). 2M at 146.850 — with a tone of 146.2. Our
6M net runs after our regular 2M net on 53.150 — 1MHz offset 146.2 tone.

*LOCAL NETS*
MONDAY
1830 147.060+ no tone St Pete ARC daily net St Petersburg
1900 147.135 +146.2 Zephyrhills ARC Zephyrhills



2000 147.165+ 136.5
2000 50.135

2030 NI4CE system
2030 145.450
TUESDAY

1830 147.060 no tone
1900 50.200 USB
1900 28.365 USB

1900 NI4CE system

Brandon ARS
Pinellas ARK
EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net,

Pinellas ARK

St Pete ARC daily net
6M net

10M Net

WCEF Section VHF ARES

1930 145.170 & 442.4 both pl 156.7 Pinellas ACS net

1930 444.900 +141.3
2000 NI4CE system
2000 147.105+ 146.2
2000 28.365 USB
2030 NI4CE system
2100 28.465 USB
1900 146.490 simplex
WEDNESDAY

1830 147.060 no tone

Sheriff’s Tactical ARC
WCF Skywarn net

Tampa ARC net

simplex

EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net
10/10 net

St Pete ARC daily net

from Brandon
Pinellas County
NI4CE system

Pinellas County

from St Petersburg

Brandon ARS
Clearwater
NI4CE system
Clearwater
Tampa
NI4CE system
from Tampa
Brandon ARS
NI4CE system

from Orlando

3%P Tyesday monthly, Hillsborough Co ARES simplex Net

from St Petersburg



1900 147.165 + 136.5
1930 52.020 simplex
1930 444.450 + 146.2
1930 NI4CE system
2000 147.105 146.2
2000 146.97- 146.2
2030 NI4CE system
2100 NI4CE system
0000-2359 HF Winlink

Humpday Net

Suncoast 6’ers

CARS Traders & Trivia Net
WCF Section Digital Info Ne
Greater Tampa CERT net
Clearwater ARS

EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net
Tampa Bay Traders Net

Winlink Wednesday Net

https://winlinkwednesday.net/reminder.html

THURSDAY

1800 146.52 simplex
1830 147.060 no tone
1900 444.750 +146.2
1915 224.660- no tone
1930 146.6385 -127.3
1930 440.1 +162.2
1930 146.850- 146.2

2000 53.150 -1MHz 146.2

Hillsborough ARES/RACES
St Pete ARC daily net
Fusion net

St Pete ARC

Lakeland ARC
Hillsborough ARES/RACES
Wormbhole

Wormhole

from Bandon

from St Petersburg

Echolink NACLW-R Node 474277
NI4CE system

from Tampa

from Clearwater

NI4CE system

non-affiliated

North Tampa
from St Petersburg
from Tampa

from St Petersburg
from Lakeland
from Tampa

from Pinellas Co

from Pinellas Co



2030 NI4CE system
FRIDAY

1830 147.060 no tone
1900 3.830 LSB
2030 NI4CE system
SATURDAY

0730 3.940 (7.281 Alt.)+/- QRM
1830 147.060 no tone
2030 NI4CE system
SUNDAY

0800 3.933

1830 147.060 no tone
1930 NI4CE system
2000 147.550 simplex
2030 NI4CE system
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EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net

St Pete ARC daily net
Brandon 80M Net

EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net

WCF Section HF Net
St Pete ARC daily net
EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net

Florida Traders Net
St Pete ARC daily net
WCEF Section Net
550 Simplex Net

EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net

NI4CE system

from St Petersburg
from Brandon

NI4CE system

from WCF
from St Petersburg

NI4CE system

non-affiliated
from St Petersburg
NI4CE system
Pinellas County

NI4CE system

*FOR SALE / WANTED*



Anyone having something for sale or who might be looking for an item let me know. I will not print phone numbers or email
addresses unless specifically told to since this newsletter might end up on the web. The exception is when I get the information
off the web. If you are a member of the Wormhole then you can ask club members for the persons contact information. If you
are not a member ... why not? OK, if you are not a member you can contact me at the email address at the end of this
newsletter, I will give you the information to contact the person involved. If you want to see anything here and you are coming
to the meeting let the seller know, maybe he can bring it.

FOR SALE,:

From Jack Satterfield W4GRJ, contact at captjack(@satterfield.org
USB Interface Navigator, Navigator Sound Card Modem, in excellent condition, includes cables for Yaseu FT-857 and
other similar Yaesu radios. $150 https://timewave.com/support/Navigator/index.html

See Bill AG4QX for the following: make me an offer.

*Yaesu FT-7900 with mic, manual and mounting bracket $200
*MFJ1783 Box Fan Antenna. 10— 30m loop antenna with control box  $300
*Yaesu FT-1500 with mic, manual and mounting bracket $175
*Heathkit HD-1215 Phone patch looks ok $10

*Drake WV-5 wattmeter looks ok $75

*Cushcraft A4S, 10/15/20 4 element beam $250
*Cushcraft AV-12AVQ, 10/15/20 vertical $125
*Cushcraft A50-#S, 6m beam $125
*Cushcraft A-#WS, 17/12 WARC beam $250
*15000 V neon sign transformer currently used for Jacobs ladder $30

L —————————— |
*HAMFESTS*

April 25 TARCFest TARC Clubhouse, 22™ St at the river, SAM-1PM, $5 entry including tailgate, a few inside tables
must be reserved in advance, talkin on 147.105 +146.2, license testing after, more info at http://hamclub.org/




May 23 WormFest 2026, Pinellas Park, admission FREE, tailgate free, Freedom Lake Park, 9990 46th St N,
southeast corner of US 19 and 49" Street, 33782. Park opens at sunrise for vendor setup, hamfest
starts at 0800. Talk-in on 146.850 — 146.2. All FREE! For a map and directions see
http://www.TheWormholeSociety.org .

August 22 TARCFest TARC Clubhouse, 22" St at the river, SAM-1PM, $5 entry including tailgate, a few inside tables
must be reserved in advance, talkin on 147.105 +146.2, license testing after, more info at http://hamclub.org/

Nov 7 EPARS Hamfest, American Legion, 37745 Church Ave, Dade City, gate $5, tailgate $5, inside table $10,
talkin 146.880 (-.600) 146.2, contact Chris Bloxsom , AA4CB, PO Box 2199 St. Leo , FL 33574 or 224-221-
5064 or aadcb@yahoo.com, Website: http://eparsonline.org

November 14 Pinellas Park, SPARCFest, admission FREE, tailgate free, Freedom Lake Park, 9990 46th St N,
Southeast corner of US 19 and 49th Street, Talk-in on 147.060+ no tone. VE testing at 0900.

December 11 & 12 Plant City, the 2025 Tampa Bay Hamfest and West Central Florida Section Convention, Friday and
Saturday, at the Strawberry Festival grounds, admission $13, 16x40 ft tailgate space $10, electric $10,
for information contact Bill Williams AG4QX, chairman@fgcarc.org or go to
http://www.tampabayhamfest.org or you can just ask me, Jim or Dee at a meeting ;-)

Fourth full weekend January Winter Field Day https://www.winterfieldday.com/
Late January Gasparilla celebration
Late February West Central Florida Tech Conference http://arrlwcf.org/wcf-special-

events/wcftechconference/

March/April MS Walks
April MS150 bike now named Suncoast Challenge http://www.citrustour.org/register.php




March/April Mass Casualty Exercises

Late April Southeastern VHF Society Conference, http://www.svhfs.org

Late April Florida QSO Party

Mid May March For Babies (was March of Dimes)
https://www.marchforbabies.org/Registration/Events

Mid May Annual Armed Forces Crossband Test

Mid-May Florida Hurricane Exercise

Late May Dayton Hamfest

May, Memorial Day Weekend Wormfest

First weekend in June Museum Ships on the Air

Fourth weekend in June Field Day  http://www.arrl.org/contests/announcements/fd/

Third weekend in August International Lighthouse/Lightship Week https://illw.net/

September Run for All Children’s

Mid October The Great Shakeout https://www.shakeout.org

October, 3" weekend JOTA, Scout Jamboree-on-the-AIR (around 14.280MHz)

Early December ALS bike ride in Walsingham Park

December, Second weekend Tampa Bay Hamfest http://www.fgcarc.org/

North American QSO Party

Mode Contest Weekend

CWwW 2nd full weekend January
1* full weekend August

SSB 3" full weekend January
3" full weekend August

RTTY last Saturday February
3rd full weekend July

L ————————————



*YOUR WORMHOLE OFFICERS*

Bill AG4QX is President and editor of this newsletter, the Vice President position is open, Treasurer is Jim KD4MZL, Paul
KA4I0X is the Secretary, Dee N4GD is the Repeater Trustee and Mike KVOOOM is our webmaster.

*YOUR WORMHOLE REPEATERS*
53.150 —-1Mz PL 146.2
442.625 +5Mz PL 146.2
146.850 - 600Kz PL 146.2

The Wormhole 2M and 440 repeaters are both now dual mode Yaesu DR-2X. FM analog as always and Yaesu Fusion, a
C4FM digital mode.

The Wormbhole website is at: http:// www.W40ORM.com.

West Central Florida Section website: http://www.arrlwcf.org/.

The ARRL website is at: http://www.arrl.org/

This newsletter is written for The Glorious Society of the Wormhole, an ARRL affiliated amateur radio club located around the
Seminole section of Pinellas County Florida. Anyone wishing to be added or removed from The Glorious Society of the
Wormhole mailings please write to me at the address below and thy will be done.

73,

Bill Williams

AG40QX

ag4gx AT arrl DOT net




